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Basic Detail Report

Chocolateros' Hand Hammered Copper 
Pot

Date
ca. 1960

Primary Maker
Artist not recorded

Medium
hand hammered copper

Description
Tapers Outward From Base To Widest Diameter In A 
Classic Bowl Form. Neck Above Shoulder Is Nearly Straight 

Walled, 9.5 Cm High, Has Hand-Forged Iron Band Or Collar Reinforcing Lip On Outside. This Repair Was 
Probably Made Within The Past Century And The Pot Lip Was Then Carefully Bent Out Over The Collar To 
Form A Smooth Finish, All Around. Pot Originally Had Two Copper Handles Of The Traditional Shape Used 
For "Chocolateros"--A Rat-Tail Handle With Bottom End Free From Vessel, And Fastened At Top By A Pair Of 
Ears In Which Coppper Rivets Were Hammered Through Ears And Pot Wall. One Handle Is In Place, The 
Other Lost But Marked By Two Rivet Holes. A Copper Handle Screened From Spanish House Site On Santa 
Fe River Near Airport, (16.3) In 1957 Which Is Far Too Big And Too Heavy To Have Been Originally On A 
Drinking Mug, Fits The Present Pot Perfectly And If Straightened Where Now Bent, Could Serve As A 
Replacement Handle. This Indicates That Other Copper Pots Of This Size Were Brought Into Spanish New 
Mexico, Although At Present Others Of Similar Size And Shape Have Not Been Recorded. Site 16/3 Is Not 
Yet Completely Excavated But Artifacts From It Fall Into A Time Range Of 1650-1720 Or Possibly A Shorter 
Occupation. (This Is Based As Much On European And Oriental Material As Pueblo Pottery.) It Is A Matter Of 
Speculation If Late Rio Grande (Post 1700) Utility Pots Were Influenced In Shape By Spanish Metal Vessels 
Such As This.

Dimensions
21 cm high; 26 cm at widest (79 cm circumference), 13 cm diameter basal foot or rim; 18 cm diameter at 
lip


