Basic Detail Report

hijab or hegab

Date
ca. 1910

Primary Maker
Artist not recorded

Medium
silver

Description

With rectangular amulet. Niello work on both sides of
amulet. FA. 72.25-31 Hijab (ca. 1910) (Fig. 45) Known as a
hijab, this amulet consists of a thin, rectangular silver
container with niello decoration. The container has seven
rings attached to it from which hang chains and coins. The
central chain ends in an inverted crescent, from which

three coins are suspended. The coins all date from A.H.
1327 (A.D. 1909-10) and are badly worn. The container is
to hold a charm known as a hirz, a folded piece of paper with a religious inscription.20 The Maghrebi
variant of this amulet is, in fact, called hirz by extension.21 In Egypt, on the other hand, it is called hegab,
as in Palestinian usage.2 This hijab is suspended from a delicate silver chain with figure-eight links. Length
of chain: 52 cm. (Palestinian Costume and Jewelry, Yedida Kalfon Stillman, 1979 ISBN: 0-82630490-7)

Dimensions
overall: 52 CM X 9 CM
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