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Pictorial Weaving - Wall Hanging

Date
ca. 1989

Primary Maker
Evelyn Yazzie

Medium
wool weft, cotton warp, natural dyes

Description
Evelyn Yazzie, A Skilled Navajo Weaver, Is Known For Her Intricate And Detailed Pictorial Textiles That 
Depict Scenes Of Everyday Life In The Navajo Nation. Her Work Often Captures Moments Of Cultural 
Significance, Blending Traditional Weaving Techniques With Storytelling Elements. Through Her Tapestries, 
Yazzie Preserves And Shares Navajo Customs, Ceremonies, And Social Gatherings, Ensuring That These 
Rich Traditions Are Passed Down Through Generations. This Particular Weaving By Evelyn Yazzie Is A 
Vibrant And Complex Pictorial Tapestry That Illustrates A Bustling Navajo Trading Post Scene, A Central 
Hub Of Commerce And Social Interaction In Navajo Communities. The Composition Is Filled With Finely 
Detailed Figures Engaged In Various Activities—Trading, Conversing, And Performing Traditional Dances. 
Wagons, Livestock, And Adobe Structures Are Intricately Woven Into The Landscape, Set Against A 
Backdrop Of Striking Red Rock Formations And A Sky Dotted With Stylized Clouds. The Color Palette 
Includes Earthy Browns, Deep Reds, And Blues, Reflecting The Natural Hues Of The Southwest. The 
Weaving Serves As A Visual Narrative Of Navajo Life, Encapsulating Moments Of Cultural Exchange, 
Community Gathering, And Daily Routine. Yazzie’S Attention To Detail And Masterful Use Of Traditional 
Weaving Techniques Highlight The Enduring Artistry Of Navajo Textile Traditions. At The Center Of Evelyn 
Yazzie’S Weaving, A Row Of Navajo Yeibichai Dancers Is Depicted Performing A Ceremonial Dance. The 
Yeibichai Dancers, Representing The Holy People In Navajo Spiritual Traditions, Are A Key Element Of The 
Nightway Ceremony, A Sacred Healing Ritual That Has Been Practiced For Centuries. Clad In Traditional 
Attire With Headdresses And Kilts, These Figures Embody The Connection Between The Navajo People And 
Their Deities, Bringing Blessings, Balance, And Harmony To The Community. Their Presence In This Textile 
Emphasizes The Deep Spiritual And Cultural Significance Of Ceremonial Dance In Navajo Life, Seamlessly 
Woven Into The Larger Narrative Of Daily And Communal Activities.

Dimensions
Overall: 54 x 92 1/2 in. (137.16 x 234.95 cm)


