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Wedge Weave

Date
c. 1885

Medium
wool

Description
This Striking Navajo Textile Is An Example Of The Rare 
And Dynamic "Wedge Weave" Technique, A Weaving 
Style That Emerged In The Late 19Th Century. Unlike 
Traditional Navajo Weaving, Which Follows A Structured, 
Horizontal Weft Pattern, Wedge Weave Is Characterized 
By Diagonal Weft Lines That Create A Distinctive Zigzag 
Or Undulating Effect. This Technique Results In A 
Textured, Slightly Scalloped Edge, As Seen In This Piece, 

Adding To Its Visual Complexity. The Bold Use Of Red, Black, Brown, And White Enhances The Optical 
Movement Of The Design, Making It A Vibrant And Visually Engaging Example Of Navajo Innovation In 
Textile Artistry. The Wedge Weave Technique Largely Faded From Practice By The Early 20Th Century But 
Has Experienced A Revival Among Contemporary Navajo Weavers, Who Recognize Its Unique Aesthetic 
And Technical Challenge.

Dimensions
Overall: 52 x 45 in. (132.08 x 114.3 cm)


